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Photo by Mike H:  Del’s Guardian of the Valleys walk 27
th

 Sep 2015 

Walks Programme. 

We’ve had another very successful summer walking season, with a great variety of walks and very good 

turnouts. I’ve put a few more pictures in this newsletter as I think they sum up the excellent walks better 

than words.  

In May leaders from the group led three walks for the Valeways Vale of Glamorgan walking festival, which 

is now a regular feature in our programme. In June “young” John Moore and Bill Fawcett led a very well 

attended walk around the Vale to celebrate John’s 92
nd

 birthday, followed by an excellent post-walk drink 

and cake in the pub, for a picture see the “Rambler” Area newsletter which has been sent out by post to 

members. 

Another highlight of our Summer was the visit by 54 Belgian Ramblers who contacted us because of a Town 

Twinning agreement with the Vale of Glamorgan Council. Together with Penarth Ramblers we led a very 

successful week of walking and showed them some of the highlights of South Wales. They appeared to 

thoroughly enjoy the week and have invited the group back to Mouscron, Belgium for the week beginning 

28
th

 May 2016. Discussions are still going on and more information on this will be circulated as details 

become available. Mike Carey, Gwenda and Ruth have volunteered to form a sub-group to organize the trip, 

so watch this space. 

VALE OF GLAMORGAN 

RAMBLERS 

NEWSLETTER 
Winter 2015/16 

 



2 

 

 

Photo by Mike H: Some of the Mouscron Ramblers taking a lunch break at Old Beaupre, near Cowbridge. 

Pathwatch  - we have been supporting Ramblers UK in surveying the footpath network using their 

“Pathwatch” app for use on smartphones and tablets. Some members have surveyed several 1km squares, 

and the committee encourages everyone to participate if possible to help Ramblers produce a comprehensive 

picture of our footpath network. For details see the Ramblers UK website where you can see which squares 

are still awaiting a survey. 

Vale of Glamorgan Show – the usual team led by Gwenda, Bill and Ruth ran a Ramblers Tent at the show, 

using a tent hired from Valeways. They had a good number of visitors and Angela Charlton (Ramblers 

Cymru) praised the layout of the display. Thanks to all who gave up their time to set up and dismantle the 

tent (no mean feat) and to those members who called in during the show to support the team. 

The Winter 2015/16 Walks Programme is now printed and copies will be handed out on walks. The 

remainder will be hand delivered or posted, so should all be received within a few weeks. Of course it will 

also be available on our website, along with walk blogs, pictures and more detail of imminent walks.  Many 

thanks again to Jean, our Walks Secretary, for pulling all the walks offered into one coherent programme, to 

Leigh for constantly updating our Website to keep it topical, Jackie for adding post walk pictures to the 

facebook site and Mary Tornabene for uploading our walks to the National Ramblers website so other 

Ramblers can look up our walks and join us. 

The Winter programme continues to have a variety of easy and strenuous walks, local and further afield, 

with some easier alternatives on some of the strenuous Sunday walks where people have volunteered to lead 

them.  Many thanks to all our walk leaders without which the group wouldn’t function. 

We also have new leaders who have come forward, so many thanks to Shân Murphy and Jackie Brett.  We 

need new leaders all the time to spread the load and also to get fresh ideas for walks. It also helps us to offer 

shorter walk alternatives if we have more people willing to lead them. It’s also great to see that Graham 

Woosnam is able to come back and lead a short walk for us. 
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Ray, Jackie, Shân and Clive have agreed to take over the Monthly Tuesday walks with  historical interest 

from Jim, and as per the picture below the first of these was a great success and well supported. Many 

thanks to them for enhancing our new winter programme, and to Jim for running them last winter. 

 

Photo by Jackie Brett: Lavernock Point - First 2015/16 Winter Tuesday walk with Historical Interest. 

Del also keeps coming up with suggestions for more “Adventure” walks which adds extra interest to our 

regular walking programme, so many thanks for that Del. For the winter Del is resting his painful foot, and 

we hope he recovers quickly. Twelve of us enjoyed the weekend away that he organised to climb Snowdon, 

ascending on the Pyg track and descending on the easier Miners’ track. It was a great experience despite the 

weather not co-operating, and we hope to do it again next year and use a different route. 

 

Photo by Del Rees: Adventure walk - top of Snowdon September 2015 
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Weekends Away 

The May weekend away in St David’s was blessed with sunny weather and a great time was had by all, 

many thanks to Mike Carey, Adrian, Ruth, Gwenda and Bill for organising it. 

 

Similarly the recent weekend away to Ilfracombe organised by Ray went off very well, we stayed dry 

although the weather wasn’t as sunny as it was for the May weekend. Ray’s wife Linda was on standby with 

her car to ferry the easy walking group up one of the very steep bits, and her assistance was much 

appreciated. Several members stayed over and made a longer break of it. Thanks go to Ray, and to Peter 

Lane who helped with the recce and leading. The group greatly appreciates everyone who is prepared to 

organise and recce these weekends, which is a big commitment but the breaks are greatly enjoyed by all who 

come along. 

 

Photo by Del: Ilfracombe Oct 2015 

People 

Peter Lane has now taken on the role of Footpath Officer and his efforts to represent us at the regular 

meetings with the Vale of Glamorgan Council, Cowbridge Council and Area Footpath Officers are 

appreciated. He has also been doing a survey and replacing way-marker discs and path clearing around the 

Castleton, Llancarfan and Pancross areas, as well as dealing with footpath diversion enquiries etc.  

As notified by e-mail Pat Francombe has decided to relinquish the Membership Secretary role after many 

years on our committee. Many thanks Pat for all your work on our behalf over the years. Jane Questle 

agreed to take over the role until the committee is confirmed again at the AGM, so thanks to Jane for 

picking up that baton. 

Brenda Youde has also decided to stop leading walks, which she has done for many years. Thanks Brenda 

for all the interesting walks that you have organised for the group over the years. 

The committee will be up for re-election at the AGM on November 13
th

, no one else has said they wish to 

step down but if anyone else is interested in joining the committee or taking on any of the existing roles 

please let the Secretary know. Do come along to the AGM and let the committee know if you have any ideas 

or views on ways of running the group. We hope to keep the official business short and then have a social 

get together for the rest of the evening. Ray has also offered to run a short quiz for us on the night, so it 

should be a popular evening. 

MH October 2015 


